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At the conclusion of 'the war to end war', the victorious powers set about redesigning the world map

at the Paris Peace Conference. For China, Versailles presented an opportunity to regain territory

lost to Japan at the start of the war. Yet, despite early encouragement from the world's

superpowers, the country was to be severely disappointed, an outcome whose consequences can

still be felt today.
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Paul French has a cinematic talent for characters and settings, a broad deep knowledge of China in

the early decades of the last century, and with the topic of China and the 1919 Paris Peace

Conference he has an important and relatively unknown story. As French says in the book, the

fallout from the conference (in particular, the decision to hand sovereignty of the former German

enclave in Shandong to the Japanese rather than the Chinese) would help shape events in China

over the next forty years. "Betrayal in Paris" is a fun, accessible and interesting read with just the

right amount of detail.John Ross (Camphor Press)



When Germany lost World War I, it was required to surrender Shandong Province (home of

Qingdao beer), which it had stolen from China. Strangely, Shandong was given not to China, but to

Japan. This was a great injustice. Great Britain betrayed China, in order to strengthen its ties to

Japan. The United States kowtowed to Japan to gain its support for the League of Nations. As is

well known, Japan did not stop at Shandong.
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